events at the centre.

Chris Macann

The West Melton’s Nut Point Centre began its

2010 season of concerts with a performance at

~the-weekend by West Melton-raised classical
guitarist Kim Rockell.

Mr Rockell’s solo classical guitar perform-
ance Meditagao covered works by Villa Lobos,
Brouwer and Jobim. It also included songs from
Japan and the Philippines.

Christchurch-born Mr Rockell grew up in
West Melton. After completing classical guitar
studies with Isolde Shaupp at the University
of Queensland he embarked on a career as a
performer and teacher including several years
as a classical guitar instructor at the Central
Queensland Conservatorium of Music in
Mackay.

He travelled widely and developed a keen
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interest in Asian languages and cultures while
living in Taiwan and Japan. These experiences
led to an interest in ethnomusicology. He is—
currently studying towards a doctorate in this
field at Canterbury University under the guid-
ance of Elaine Dobson.

The Nut Point Art Centre, previously known
as The Nut Point Gallery was founded in Octo-
ber 2003 by clay sculptor John Allan.

Mr Allan said he prefers the gallery to be
known now as an art centre to reflect its focus
on the performing as well as visual arts.

In 2005 the centre began hosting the annual
West Melton Art Exhibiton.

The centre will host the sixth West Melton Art
Exhibition on Saturday and Sunday February
20 and 21 from 10am to 5pm. It will feature

more than 40 works by mainly
Selwyn and Christchurch leading
and emerging artists.

Mr Allan said the tradition started
as an initiative around a small
group of local artists in the West
Melton area.

“It has since grown to a wider
area and variety of artists, includ-
ing some overseas exhibitors,” he
said.

“The main aim is to promote and
expose emerging artists to decision
makers in business organisations,
gallery owners and individuals in-
volved in the art scene in Christch-
urch and beyond.”

The exhibition hosts established
artists alongside emerging ones,
and celebrates each year with a
different well known guest ex-

hibiter. This year’s guest exhibi-
tor is Auckland oil painter Tim
Wilson.

The next musical performance at
the centre is The Canterbury Wind
Quintet on Saturday January 30, at
7.30pm featuring the wind princi-
pals of the Christchurch Symphony
Orchestra and Canterbury Univer-
sity tutors performing a programme
of summer music. Performers in-
clude Anthony Ferner (flute), Peter
Dykes (oboe), Gretchen La Roche
(clarinet), Selena Orwin (bassoon)
and David Cox (French horn).

Part of the centre’s activities is
fund raising for animal welfare.
The centre will host Classical Es-
cape, an SPCA fundraising concert
and lunch on Sunday, March 28 at
12.30pm.



